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that this would repeat Kansas experiences. They feared that if Kansas
were "lost" Missouri might become free soil, and if Thayer's scheme
prospered the whole upper South might be detached from the slave-
labor states. They took Walker's "isothermal" utterance at Lecompton
to mean that he would acquiesce in such a plan. Tormented by such
fears, they bitterly resented Walker's inaugural,39 and denounced him
in order to further factional fights among themselves which had noth-
ing to do with Walker or Kansas.
In Virginia Governor Wise continued to challenge the leadership of
Senator Hunter, whose term was about to expire; the knowing ones
said that Wise and perhaps Floyd might not be averse to his defeat for
reelection. Rival newspapers kept things hot. The leading ones were
edited in Richmond, where the Enquirer was Wise's organ, the Ex-
aminer was Floyd's, and the Whig was the spokesman for that party.
Hunter's faction felt the need of a more sympathetic mouthpiece and
subsidized Roger A. Pryor of the fire-eating school, to establish a new
paper, The South. This sheet immediately took its place with the
Charleston Mercury and the New Orleans Delta in the ranks of bitter-
enders and began to feature the Kansas issue. Pryor took exception to
Walker's terms of acceptance, particularly to his stipulation that the
Kansas constitution be submitted to the bona fide residents of the terri-
tory. He declared that the constitutional convention was the sole judge
of procedure and, if it saw fit to send its work directly to Congress, it
was only following a long accepted precedent.40
Similar factional difficulties troubled Democrats in other states. In
Georgia the party had been split for years. In all parts of the state there
were states' rights Democrats and Union men, while North Georgia
Democrats had long been battling with their tidewater rivals in a con-
tinuous struggle for offices and power. Cobb's appointment gave ad-
vantage to the Union Democrats and roused the fire-eaters. They used
Walker's utterances against Cobb and secured a resolution in the state
convention calling for the governor's removal.41
In Mississippi, Walker's state of residence, his speeches likewise be-
came campaign material. Secretary Thompson continued to be his
enemy. Jefferson Davis, brought from the Pierce cabinet back to the
Senate by the narrowest of majorities, was unfriendly; he found